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CLUBHOUSE:                  Conyngham Street 

                                          Glendinningvale 

                                          Port Elizabeth 

POSTAL ADDRESS:          P O Box 725 

                                          Port Elizabeth 

                                          6000 

Regular Monthly Club Events 

Every Friday 16.30 to 21.00 – “NOGGIN 

& NATTER” - Supper & Takeaways 

available 

(Consult “Future Events” herein for other events) 

Please Note: 

The views expressed in this newsletter are 

those of the individual writers and are not 

necessarily the opinions of the editor, the Club 

or its committee members. 

The acceptance of advertisers in the magazine 

and on the website in no way implies an 

endorsement of the advertiser by the EPVCC or 

its Officer Bearers.  

Office Bearers / Portfolio Holders 

2016 – 2017 

Committee Members: 

 

Llewellyn Faifer (c) 082-555-4981 

CHAIRMAN           e-mail:   llewbf19@gmail.com 

 

 

Hannes Geyer  (c) 082-389-8938 

VICE-CHAIRMAN            (h) 041-956-6220 

SAVVA DELEGATE             e-mail: hannesgeyer61@gmail.com 

CLUBHOUSE Rental   (c) 082-389-8938 

 

 

Colin Skinner  (h) 041-581-5710 
TREASURER  (c) 076-438-8877 

EVENTS               e-mail:  colinsk@axxess.co.za 

                         

 

Brian Harris  (c) 081-323-7621 

SECRETARY           e-mail:   cabri.harris@telkomsa.net 

 

Susan Dettmann  (h) 041-360-1848 

LADIES CIRCLE  (w) 041-484-2815 

SOCIAL EVENTS  (c) 083-320-4810 

            e-mail:   scalemas@global.co.za 

 

Desireé Nel  (h) 041-583-3033 

MEMBERSHIP          (c) 083-553-3603 

                         e-mail:  desiree.nel@marsh.com 

 

Greig Smith  (c) 083-393-4909 

CLUBHOUSE & GROUNDS    e-mail:  p4cabrio@gmail.com 

     

 

Co-Opted  Non-Committee Members: 

 

Sue Todd  (h) 041-776-1947 

NEWSLETTER     (c) 072-313-1027              

            e-mail:   sue.todd@axxess.co.za 

 

Rod Smith  (c) 082-570-0895 

DATING                          e-mail:   smiths.re@gmail.com 

 

Michael Nell  (w) 041- 406-9244 

SAVVA DELEGATE (ALT) (c) 082-657-4115   

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS        e-mail:     mnell@ford.com 

 

  

Trustees – EPVCC Property Trust: 

 

Colin Dettmann  Hannes Geyer 

Colin Skinner  Len Whittal 

 

Regalia: 

Car Badge:      R130.00 

Rally Tables:   R  50.00 

 
EPVCC Website:       www.epvcc.co.za 
EPVCC Newsletter:  www.epvcc.co.za/Newsletters.html 
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Editorial 
 

Hi folks 

 

What is that old saying “time waits for no one” 

and it is certainly true nowadays.  The days are 

getting shorter once again and the sun is no 

longer streaming through our bedroom window in 

the very early hours of the morning thus allowing 

an extra hour or two under the covers.  We had a 

lovely shower of rain last night which was a 

blessing for the poor garden.  Let’s hope our rains 

are on their way and we don’t end up in such dire 

straits as Cape Town. 

 

The Karoo Tour sets off to Prince Albert and 

Willowmore on the 18th March and it looks like it 

is going to be a fun packed four days.  A week 

after we are back on the 29th March a group of us 

will be heading to Ficksburg in the Free State to 

Sandstone Estates for their bi-annual Stars of 

Sandstone Festival where we get to play on steam 

trains, old tractors, classic cars and maybe a flip or 

two in a Tiger Moth or a Harvard.  We will be 

taking plenty of photos so keep a look out for an 

article about the festival in the next newsletter.  

 

Once again I would like to thank everyone who 

sends in articles and photos for the newsletter, it 

is greatly appreciated.  Unfortunately we cannot 

attend every function the club holds so if you are 

at an event and we are not there please take 

photos and/or do a write up and send them 

through to me. 

 

Sue  
 

From the Chair 
 
Hi all. 

Firstly, I wish to thank all our members who 

supported our All Clubs Day and displayed their 

cars. It was great to have more EPVCC club 

member’s cars out on display than the visiting 

clubs. The day was enjoyed by all. 

On All Clubs Day, Colin Stock had a Rocker Cover 

Racer display which went down very well. Let us 

put a couple of these racers together and make 

this an annual event on All Clubs Day. 

The Milligan Rally is approaching fast. The entry 

forms have been sent out by Hannes and I believe 

we had 10 entries in the first 24 hours. So if you 

are planning on entering please do so soon to 

avoid disappointment.  

The ladies running the kitchen would like to know 

from the members what food they would like for 

sale on a Friday night at the club. Food sales on a 

Friday night are down considerably and Susan and 

her team are looking at changing the menu. With 

regards to my request for ladies to help on a 

Friday in the kitchen a big thank you to Letitia 

Nash for joining the ladies in the kitchen. 

Please support your club. 

Drive safe. 

Llewellyn 

Chairman 
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Here, There and Anywhere…….. 
 

21st Old George Car Show 
The 21st George Old Car Show proudly driven by Oakhurst Insurance took place on the 11th & 12th February 
2017 at the PW Botha High School Grounds.  This event is hosted annually by the Southern Cape Old Car 
Club and the funds raised are donated to various local organisations.  This year’s special exhibition in the 
arena area was dedicated to German cars.  In addition, there were a wide variety of vintage and veteran 
cars, tractors, motorcycles, model motors and static engines.  Over 1000 veteran, vintage and classic 
vehicles, motorcycles and stationary engines were exhibited at the show. 
 

All previous attendance records were broken on the first day of the show. The show had a record attendance 
of over 12,800 people that included visitors from abroad such as Russia, Holland, Germany, Poland, Canada 
and the U.K.  
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Tech Corner – Polishing Chrome 
 

This tip comes from Roberts cycle in Chicago and seems to have merit. Feedback on its success would be 
appreciated. 
 
A simple solution 
 
A simple and inexpensive way to remove rust from and polish chrome surfaces by hand is to rub it with 
aluminium foil dipped in water. This process yields two advantages. First, since the aluminium foil is softer 
than steel, it will not scratch the surface. And second, a by-product of the process produces a fine metal 
polishing compound that smooths the chrome surface to a bright shine. 
 
Geek Stuff- Oxides are the key 
 
Cleaning Rust is basically oxidized metal or in other words metal that has taken on extra oxygen atoms. As 
heat is generated by the friction of rubbing the aluminium foil on the chrome, a portion of the aluminium 
will oxidize to produce aluminium oxide. Aluminium has a higher reduction potential (i.e. a tendency take on 
electrons and in the process reduce or break itself down) than the chrome, and will therefore leech oxygen 
atoms away from any rust on the chrome surface which changes the chemical properties of the rust and 
breaks it down. 
 
Polishing Aluminium oxide is harder than steel, and the microscopic grains of aluminium oxide produced 
during the cleaning process creates a fine metal polishing compound which, mixed with the water you 
added, creates a paste that smooths and polishes the chrome surface. 
 
In English - How it works 
 
A common way to clean a rusted chrome surface such as a fender is to use a fine steel wool. However, when 
you use this method you have to use a lot of elbow grease and you still end up with a slightly dull surface 
with some amount of scratching not to mention the messy 'dust' left over from the steel wool. That's 
because you are physically scraping off the rust. 
 
When you use the aluminium foil method you are dissolving the rust chemically so you don't need to rub 
nearly as hard and since the aluminium foil is softer than the chrome, you are left with few if any scratches. 
This method also allows you to get the rust out of some minor pitting without having to dig into the surface. 
 
The aluminium oxide that is created by friction when you rub the surface of the chrome leeches the rust 
away and when combined with the water you added creates its own polishing compound so you end up with 
a clean, smooth, shiny surface. 
 
Step by step - By the numbers people 
 
Step 1 Cut the aluminium foil into small squares. 3" by 3" should do. 
Step 2 Wipe down or wash the surface to remove any surface dirt. 
Step 3 Dip a square into some water or sprinkle some water on it and spread it around on the surface of the 
foil. 
Step 4 Cup the wet square over the surface you want to clean so you get a nice even coverage. 
Step 5 Start rubbing a 6 or 8 inch area and remember you don't have to rub very hard. As you rub, you'll 
feel the surface get smoother and smoother until the foil just glides over it. You will also notice a light brown 
paste building up. This is the polish that results from the chemical reaction. 
Step 6 When the surface is nice and smooth and you have polished it, take a clean cloth and wipe the polish 
off. 
Step 7 Once you finish cleaning and polishing the item you need to cover the surface to protect it from the 
elements. At a minimum you can wipe it down thoroughly with a clean cloth. Since cloth inherently contains 
some amount of oil, this will give you at least some protection. The best method would be to use a small 
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amount of chrome polish or maybe something like turtle wax or an equivalent kind of wax or polish. Make 
sure you wipe the surface down with a paper towel first instead of a cloth because paper doesn't contain any 
oil so you will have a clean and dry surface for the wax or polish to adhere to. 
 
Limitations - There's always a catch 
 
If the surface is severely pitted or some of the chrome plating has peeled off, there is a limit to how much 
you can do. Since this method removes the rust chemically, you should still be able to get rid of most if not 
all of the rust. And since it creates its own polishing compound, you should be able to feather (taper) the 
peeled off edges to help prevent more peeling in the future. Again, once you have the surface as rust free 
and smoothed down as much as possible, don't forget to apply some form of wax or polish. 
 

Things we noticed along the way 
 
Use a little extra water if you want a super fine finish. 
 
Wad up a larger piece of foil when you work on pitted areas. The edges created will help smooth down the 
pits. 
 
Don't rub too long with the first 'paste' created. Once the surface feels nice and smooth and you've wiped 
the gunk off, you can use a new piece of foil with some more water to get as much shine as you like. 
 
Don't waste your time with a severely pitted surface since the rust has probably eaten down through the 
chrome to the bare metal. Smooth it down as much as you can with steel wool then use the aluminium foil 
method to remove as much rust as possible. 
 
The aluminium foil method also works pretty well on steel. It removes the rust well, but don't expect that 
super shiny finish like you get with the chrome because it never had that to begin with. 
 
To get the best results, remove that fender or other part so you can work on it easily without having nooks 
and crannies to dig into. 
 
If you're working on severely rusted rims, you might want to use a steel brush to remove the worst rust 
spots first. This will also remove any caked on road gunk so you have a better surface to work with. 
 
A final Note – Parting is such sweet sorrow... 
 
We hope you will be as amazed with this method as we are. It has saved us a lot of time and effort and has 
yielded much better results than we've gotten in the past. 
 
(SAVVA Technical Tip 105) 
 
 
     ************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
 
 

So simple and useful.  Submitted by Dennis Hibberd 

To all my mechanical friends,  
PRETTY COOL! 

Video demonstrates how to remove any rusted nut with  
two household items, a candle and lighter. 

http://tinyurl.com/h8a2w8a 

http://tinyurl.com/h8a2w8a
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

We would like to welcome the following new members to the club. 
 

Willem J. (Billy) and Alethea Botha 

Ric Wessels 

Willem Botha 
 

 

 

 

And just for a laugh…………………. 

 

 

 

Wedding Vehicle Hire (24/11/2017) 
 

 My fiance and I will be getting married in November this year and will be in need of transport.  
We would like to find out if there is anyone at the EPVCC who can possibly drive us there in a 
classic/vintage car and if anyone offers this service. We will be very willing to pay for this. 
  
 In total it will be to take her and the 3 bridesmaids from her venue where she will be getting ready 
to the church and then her and I from the church to the reception venue. 
 
If anyone can assist please contact:- 
  
Conrad Swart 
082 858 5570 
 

http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2010/05/06/article-1273510-09725CC8000005DC-366_468x251_popup.jpg
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Did you know…………………… 
 

………………………….that this 1950 Chevrolet Club Coupe  has only  437 original miles and had only 3 

owners. 

 

  
 

The vehicle was purchased new by Mr and Mrs Jessie Trueblood of Modesto, CA. Shortly after 

purchasing this car, Mr Trueblood took a day off to go fishing. While waiting for the "big one" to 

bite, he witnessed a woman fall out of her boat. Mr Trueblood jumped in to help, only to fall victim 

of a fatal heart attack. Mrs Trueblood returned the car home and placed it in the garage for the 

next 12 years. The odometer reading at that time (1962) was 413 miles. 

 

Mrs Trueblood lived next door to a used car lot owned by Mr William E. Wilson (now 81 years old). 

Mr Wilson spoke with her frequently and often told her he would like to buy the car for him-self to 

keep. In 1962 the time had come. Mrs Trueblood told Mr Wilson she needed a car for her 

bookkeeper who didn't really care for the old Chevy and would prefer a Rambler. No problem - Mr 

Wilson went down to the local Rambler dealer and bought a brand new one for $1,650.00 ($100.00 

over cost) and made the swap. 

 

He then took the Chevy home and parked it with 433 actual miles. And there it sat for the next 45 

years, occasionally being started and moved in and out of the garage. In 2007 Mr Wilson decided to 

sell the car and started spreading the word around Modesto that the old Chevy, with 433 miles on 

it, was for sale. Many had heard about the car, but hardly anyone had ever laid eyes on it. In fact, 

according to Mr Wilson, he only showed the car to about 5 people in 45 years.  

 

Word spread quickly about the car and soon a buyer arrived ready and willing to pay the $60,000 

asking price. When Mr Wilson told the story of this car he complained heavily of the "capital gains" 

tax he was required to pay and wished he had never sold it.  

 

As of this writing, Mr Wilson is still alive and well in Modesto and can verify the miles and originality 

of this car. Simply put, this is a true 100% factory original survivor (that includes the air in the tyres). 

This old Chevy now has 437 original miles and is most likely the world's lowest mileage 1950 Chevy. 
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The oil filter is the blue can with yellow top. 

You could stick a roll of toilet paper in 

there.  

 

The air filter is the oil bath type, the bottom 

portion is filled with oil and when you 

cleaned it you replaced the oil and clean the 

sump and mesh wire filter. 

  

  

 

    *************************************************************************** 

   

 
Camping out in 1918.  

 
Here is an early motorhome, built in 1926. 
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New Year’s Day Brunch – 1st January 2017 

It was a very quiet New Year’s Brunch at the club this year…. maybe too much celebrating the night 

before??  Even the champagne was not flowing with Dennis bringing the only bottle that I could see 

and not many volunteers helping him to drink the contents. 

As usual there were a few die-hards who set up their “kitchens” and cooked a hot breakfast but 

most of us seem to opt for the quicker easier route of sandwiches or cold meats and salads.   There 

was also not the usual trickle of people popping in to wish everyone a Happy New Year during the 

course of the day, but otherwise a very pleasant day to just relax and catch up with friends. 
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All Clubs Day - 26th February 2017 
 

   

 

A dark and gloomy morning greeted 

us as we made our way into town for 

All Clubs Day, with a few drops of 

rain as well.  We had to set off quite 

early as we had to try and work our 

way around all the road closures in 

our area for the Herald Cycle Tour.  
 

Eventually the sun broke through 

after an hour or so and we had a 

very pleasant day all round. Not as 

big a turnout as usual but a good 

selection of cars graced the Club’s 

car park with quite a few “new” ones 

on show. 
 

Bruce Abery and Colin Urquhart who 

had set up their stalls in the hall 

were kept quite busy selling their 

model cars and quite a few people 

went home a little poorer than when 

they arrived. 
 

Highlight of the day was the Rocker 

Cover races arranged by Colin Stock.  

Nine participants took part. I tried to 

take some photos of the racing but 

my finger was just not quick enough 

on the button.  Thanks to Colin for 

arranging the races and all the 

participants that took part. 
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SAVVA Technical Tip 117 – Welch Plugs (core plugs) 

We once mentioned that overheating problems were invariably caused because of fan belt, water 
hose, or even thermostat problems. Whilst rebuilding an engine recently I was reminded of another 
possible problem – rusted and leaking Welch plugs.  When did you last look at the Welch plugs on 
your oldies? 
 
A few years ago I removed an engine from a Sunbeam Rapier, fitted a new clutch assembly, re-
attached the gearbox and was about to fit the whole contraption back in the car when a friend  
came by and posed the question – did you replace the Welch plug at the back of the engine, it’s 
inside the bell housing?  Apparently this engine, like so many others, has a plug situated at the back 
of the engine.  It was inside the bell housing which meant re-removing the gearbox, the clutch and 
pressure plate to get to it.  After taking off all the things I had just replaced - there it was for all to 
see – a rather rusty Welch plug.    
 
The old fashioned “saucer” plugs are getting harder to find so one often has to improvise by using a 
modern one and cutting most of the lip off and tapping it in with goodly dose of “Indian Head” 
sealer or some similar goo.  If you are a purist and insist on an original type plug may we suggest 
before removing the old plugs in your engine you find replacements first.  If you look around you 
can still find saucer plugs. It may take a bit of looking but they are out there waiting for you to find 
them.  
   
Ideally, I know it’s easy to talk (write), but if you have the time and ability, the answer is to make a 
plug out of a piece if brass and it’s there for life.  I believe some of the mining companies, when 
having engines rebuilt, stipulate brass Welch plugs. What do they know that we don’t know? 
 
P.S. I once had a model T and found a coin fitted perfectly. 
 

 
 

On the left is the modern Welch plug with a lip and on the right the “saucer” type used on older 
engines. 
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SAVVA vehicles categorisation as per 
the following groups: 
 
Class A 
Ancestor - Built prior to December 31, 
1904 
 
Class B  
Veteran - Built between January 1905 
& December 31, 1918  
Generally the above classes are rallied 
together under the banner of Veteran 
 
Class C  
Vintage - Built between January 1919 
& December 31, 1930 
 
Class D 
Post Vintage - Built between January 
1931 & December 31, 1945 
 
Class E  
Post War - Built between January 1946 
& December 31, 1960 
 
Class F  
Post 60 Built between January 1961 & 
December 31, 1970 
 
Class G  
Post 70 Built between January 1971 & 
the SAVVA age Limit as defined in the 
Constitution  
 

SAVVA Insurance Scheme 
As SAVVA members we are able to get insurance at very reasonable rates. 
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CLASSIC ADS       :        FOR SALE & WANTED 
 

FOR SALE:     Brand new fuel pump suitable for the Peugeot 404/504 - R350.00.  
 

Please contact Wayne Bottcher (H) 041-360 6653 (C) 082 337 5701 (E-mail) bottchwg@telkomsa.net 
 

 

WANTED:   Spot lights for a 1982 Ford Escort 1600 Sport  

 

Please contact Winston Greyling at 041-364 3541 / 084 512 501 

 

 

World's Oldest Running Car Sells for $4.62M in a 3 minute bidding war auction. 

 

This is the oldest motor vehicle car in the 

world that still runs. It was built one year 

before Karl Benz and Gottlieb Daimler 

invented the internal combustion engine. 
 

The world's oldest running motor vehicle has 

been sold at auction for an astonishing $4.62 

million (R36.5-million), more than double the 

pre-sale estimate, as two bidders chased the 

price up in a three-minute bidding war.  

 

  The 1884 De Dion Bouton et Trepardoux Dos-a-Dos Steam Runabout drew a standing ovation as it was 

driven up onto the stage at Friday's RM Auction in Hershey, Pennsylvania - to prove that this 127-year-old 

car really does run! - and it attracted a starting bid of $500 000, which was immediately doubled to $1 

million. Encouraged by the applauding crowd, the bidding went swiftly up to $4.2 million (R33 million) - 4.62 

million (R36.5 million) including the 10 percent commission - before the car was knocked down to a 

unnamed buyer.   

  The Dos-a-Dos (Back-to-Back) Steam Runabout was built in 1884 by George Bouton and Charles-Armand 

Trepardoux for French entrepreneur Count de Dion, who named it 'La Marquise' after his mother.   

In 1887, with De Dion at the tiller, it won the world's first ever motor race (it was the only entrant to make 

the start line!) covering the 32km from the Pont de Neuilly in Paris to Versailles and back in one hour and 14 

minutes (an average of 25.9km/h) and, according to contemporary reports, hitting a breath taking 60km/h 

on the straights.   

  La Marquise has only had four owners, remaining in one family for 81 years, and has been restored twice, 

once by the Doriol family and again by British collector Tom Moore in the early 1990's. Since then, it has 

taken part in four London-to-Brighton runs and collected a double gold at the 1997 Pebble Beach d'Elegance 

in California.  

mailto:bottchwg@telkomsa.net
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Stephen Coetzee of Welkom has a small motor 
museum in that town and has hundreds of key rings, 
decals for cars, trucks, stationary engines, hub caps 
from the 20s + 80s. Gaskets, dashboard instruments, oil 
filters, handbooks and workshop manuals, clocks for 
old cars, T-shirts, caps etc. for sale. Anyone passing 
through Welkom is welcome to visit.  The street 
address is 56 Otheller Road, St Helena, Welkom. 
Telephone 057-35-5054 
 

 

EVENTS/FUNCTIONS 

EPVCC Clubhouse 
 

Did you know that the Clubhouse can be 

hired at a very reasonable rate for any 

function or events? 

 

Bookings are not only for Members but 

for the Public as well. 

 

We accept bookings for Birthday 

Parties, Weddings, Family Reunions, 

and Business Functions such as Team 

Building, Presentations, and Year-End 

Parties & Braais etc. 
 

We also hire out Crockery, Cutlery and 

the Bar – all at very reasonable prices. 
 

Remember - Members receive all these 

at preferential rates. 
 

Bookings: 

Hannes on 082-389-8938 

 

 

 
Perfect for our roads……………….. 

 

 

2017    MINI C A L E N D A R – PLEASE DIARISE 

11th March                             Speedyquip Cars & Coffees 
 

18th – 21st March                  The Karoo Tour to Prince Albert/Willowmore 

                                                 Tour organiser Riaan Hanekom 
 

18th – 20th March                   O D Inggs – Port Alfred 
 

1st April                                   Wings & Wheels – Uitenhage Airfield 
 

9th April                                   Tour & Breakfast Run 
 

30th April                                 Knysna Motor Show 
 

6th – 7th May                           Samola Hill Climb – Knysna 
 

21st May                                  Liefie Bosch Memorial Trial/Cannonville Run 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF1OPOpIrSAhVKahoKHbygCxMQjRwIBw&url=http://izismile.com/2013/05/30/carthemed_jokes_part_5_50_pics.html&psig=AFQjCNFi8jn2iYNDHajdGWCtZWVNOumUmg&ust=1486979015518416
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Please note that the dates of certain events might change.   

 

The 2017 Calendar in the newsletter will be updated as and when these dates 

change and email notifications will also be sent out to members of these changes. 

 

2017     C A L E N D A R 

January 
1st  Champagne Breakfast/Brunch  
31st All clubs meet to co-ordinate calendars  
 
 
February 
7th  Committee Meeting  
11th – 12th  George Motor Show 
26th     All Clubs Braai Day 
 
 
March 
7th  Committee Meeting 
11th            Speedyquip Cars & Coffees 
18th – 21st Karoo Tour to Prince Albert 
                 Organiser Riaan Hanekom 
18th – 19th OD Inggs – Port Alfred 
 
 
April 
1st              Wings & Wheels Uitenhage Airfield 
4th   Committee Meeting 
9th Tour and Breakfast Run 
30th            Knysna Motor Show 
 
May 
2nd     Committee Meeting 
6th – 7th      Samola Hill Climb 
21st            Liefie Bosch Memorial Trial/ 
                  Cannonville run 
     
         
June 
6th     Committee Meeting 
11th – 15th  Milligan Rally 
 

2017     C A L E N D A R 

July 
4th     Committee Meeting 
15th      Amazing Race & Breakfast run   
 
 
August 
1st   Committee Meeting 
26th            Speedyquip Cars & Coffees 
26th  Social  
 
 
September 
5th     Committee Meeting  
17th  Swop Meet     
                  (Johannesburg) 
24th   Stan Lemmer Memorial Spring Trial 
 
 
 
October 
3rd   Committee Meeting 
8th  A.G.M. 
29th  Breakfast Run 
 
 
November 
7th  Committee Meeting  
10th – 13th Old Car Tour 2017 
                  Organiser Brian Harris 
26th      Mike Jones Memorial Photo Run 
 
 
December 
5th  Committee Meeting 
9th     Social Evening 
16th           Speedyquip Cars & Coffees 
 

 


